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We CAN Do Better: 2009 Update

NACCRRA’s Ranking of State Child Care Center Regulation and Oversight

- Child Care Center
Overall Rankings (Combined Regulations & Oversight)

Over 11 million children under age 5 spend an average of 36 hours a week in non-parental care
settings. Almost two-thirds of these children are in center-based care.

State child care licensing regulations govern the health, safety and learning opportunities for

these children. Oversight of licensing regulations determines how well the regulations are

applied. Weak regulations allow children to be in child care settings that may not be safe,

healthy or developmentally appropriate. Relatively strong regulations but weak oversight

renders the regulations meaningless since compliance is unknown.

We CAN Do Better: 2009 Update examined state child care center licensing regulations and the i
oversight of those regulations. NACCRRA scored and ranked states, the District of Columbia -
and the Department of Defense (DoD) on 10 regulation and 5 oversight benchmarks. The

average score for states was 83 out of 150 points—the equivalent of an F. No state earned an A.

Only DoD earned a B, and one state (District of Columbia) earned a C. Thirty-three states

earned a failing grade. Once again, DoD ranked first for both regulations and oversight. No

other state is on the top 10 list for both elements.

, Child Care Center ,
Overall Rankings (Combined Regulations & Oversight)
Top 10 Best Overall Bottom 10 Weakest Overall

Dept. of Defense 131 New Mexico 69

1 43
District of Columbia 111 2 Arkansas 66 44
Oklahoma 106 3 TIowa 66 44
Tennessee 106 3 Missouri 66 44
Maryland 104 5 Kansas 64 47
Rhode Island 104 5 California 62 48
New York - 100 7 Georgia 53 49
Ilinois 98 8 Nebraska 49 50
Florida 97 9 Louisiana 46 51
Washington 97 9 Idaho 15 52

Note: Total Possible Score is 150



Alphabetical Listing of States’ Overall Scores and Rankings

Ranking of States’ Combined Scores for Child Care Center Oversight and Regulations

State :
Alabama 70 42 Missouri 66 44
Alaska 80 33 Montana 73 38
Arizona 87 24 Nebraska 49 50
Arkansas . 66 44 Nevada 81 30
California 62 48 New Hampshire 86 27
Colorado 72 41 New Jersey 85 28
Connecticut 81 30 New Mexico 69 43
Delaware 94 13 New York 100 7
Dept. of Defense 131 1 North Carolina 94 13
District of Columbia 111 2 North Dakota 91 19
Florida 97 9 Ohio 80 33
Georgia 53 49 Oklahoma 106 | 3
Hawaii 89 21 Oregon 87 24
Idaho 15 52 Pennsylvania 92 16
Ilinois 98 8 Rhode Island 104 5
Indiana 89 21 South Carolina 76 35
Iowa 66 44 South Dakota 81 30
Kansas 64 47 Tennessee 106 3
* Kentucky 75 36 Texas 95 12
Louisiana 46 51 Utah 91 19
Maine 73 38 Vermont 94 13
Maryland 104 5 Virginia 88 23
Massachusetts 96 11 Washington 97 9
Michigan 92 16 West Virginia 87 24
Minnesota 82 29 Wisconsin 92 16
Mississippi 75 36 Wyoming 73 | 38

Note: Total Possible Score is 150

For more information, check out www.naccrra.org.




