Idaho Voices for Children

Education Committee

2010 Draft Priority List

	Issue
	Short Term
	Long Term

	Early Childhood Education
	· Continue work on Pledge to Idaho’s Children to create common vision

· Identify program standards that support Idaho's Quality Rating and Improvement System

· Increase access and affordability of quality childcare with an emphasis of quality infant and toddler care. (This will be a strong concern in our state with the new childcare licensing taking effect July 1st. 


	· Incentivize quality rating system
· Increase the availability of quality childcare and participation in quality childcare settings
· Align with existing Articulation agreement that will easily allow childcare providers to move through the education system from Child Development Associate (CDA) to associates degree to baccalaureate


	Increasing high school graduation rates
	· Implement a statewide data system to accurately measure the high school graduation rate, retention rates at different grade levels, and educational achievement including state of learning upon entering kindergarten or first grade
· Increase distance learning opportunities
· Restore the education budget to more realistic levels
	· Quality learning environments in out-of-school hours
· Idaho adheres to national testing standards in addition to state standards

· Develop long run measures of academic success
· Increase the number of children reading at or above grade level by grade 3



	Successful post-secondary education experience
	
	· Increase funding opportunities and accessibility 
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